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COMMANDER’S POST- Showing Our Support

ADJUTANT’S CORNER- “What You Can Do as a Member”

This summer we are observing two anniversaries of our
nation’s military involvement in foreign conflicts. We as a Nation
are isolationist by nature and prefer to stay out of wars. This is
evidenced by our reluctance to enter WWI and WWII until our
ships and country were attacked. It also explains our citizens’
tendency to tire of war and force and early withdrawal as we did
in Vietnam and Korea. We are now doing the same in southwest
Asia. We as veterans cannot change tendency.
We can, however, make sure that our fellow service men
and women and veterans as well as their families are strongly
supported everyday. Those who currently serve must know that
we as veterans are 100% behind them and honor them and their
commitment to serving our country. When a service member
deploys we should do our best to support the “service family”
that stays behind. When the service member returns to our
community we must do our best to welcome them home.
Our summer events are an excellent opportunity to
introduce currently serving military members, veterans and their
families to our American Legion Post. If you know of an eligible
person in your neighborhood, at work or at your church,
introduce yourself and invite them to participate with us at a
patriotic gathering, parade, or other veteran event.
Jim Saur

The 2016 – 2017 elections are over and most of the officers
are serving in the same positions they were in last year. This is
good news because we have great people serving and they all
have a lot of experience volunteering and leading. The only
negative to report about the election results, is that some of our
senior officers have been serving many years and they are ready
to step aside so new members can lead, and they can take that
hard earned break. Please consider volunteering next year. It’s
very rewarding and you will make good friends.
I will be serving as Financial Officer this year, while I
continue in the position of Adjutant. I accepted the added
responsibility because as Adjutant, I mail in most of the checks,
so the two positions fit well together. As Adjutant, I’ll again
remind you- if you have any membership concerns, or newsletter
suggestions, please share them with me. I want our members to
be happy and proud of their Post.
Still Serving, Don Gillespie

Monthly Trivia- Which war-time veterans organization has
over 2.3 million members and has helped influence Congress to
win hundreds of benefits for veterans and their families?
…..The first person to give the correct answer at a monthly Post
meeting wins a nice prize. Sorry, you can only win once per year.
 Congratulations to Ted Davis, who correctly answered the 16-2
Newsletter trivia question – In 1960 Congress chartered the Blue Star
Mothers of America as a veterans service organization.

2016 – 2017 POST ELECTION RESULTS
Our officers were nominated in April and elected in May at
the monthly meeting. Your 2016 – 2017 Post 36 OfficersPost Commander – Jim Saur.
Senior Vice Commander- Jake Rickli
Junior Vice Commander- Stan Rop
Finance Officer- Don Gillespie
Chaplain- Jack Post
Sergeant at Arms- Cordell Gardner
Judge Advocate- Don Harrison
Adjutant- Don Gillespie
Three Year Trustee- Stan Rop
The other 2 Trustees are- Don Gillespie (elected in 2015) and
Cordell Gardner (elected in 2014).

SPECIAL THANKS TO- THERMO FISHER SCIENTIFIC

For the second year in a row, Thermo Fisher Scientific and
their Veteran’s Resource Group have given us a very generous
donation of candy and other assistance, which we use with our
float during parade season and at the Kalamazoo County Fair.
These gifts are used within our community to promote
Americanism and to support children and youth- two of the
American Legion’s four pillars.
So, thank you Thermo Fisher Scientific and your veterans!

AMERICANISM- Sponsoring Youth Sports

Second Annual Family Picnic and Member Recognition

The American Legion’s pillar of “Americanism” includes the
raising of wholesome youth. So, we are proud that this year we
were able to sponsor two youth sports teams, one from Portage
West Little League and another from Milwood Junior Softball.
Several members attended the opening day ceremony for
both teams and through out the season members attended a
couple of games. Both leagues really appreciate our
sponsorships and we were welcomed to the games and treated
like family. It sure was fun to eat a few hot dogs and watch our
local youth play some really good ball.

On Saturday June 25th we held our 2nd annual family picnic.
The goal of the picnic is to come together for fun, fellowship,
and some great food. The most rewarding part of the day was
meeting members and their families. After lunch, there was a
brief ceremony and members were recognized for continuous
membership milestones and the 2016-2017 Officers were sworn
in. See our Facebook page for many more pictures!

Six members were recognized for continuous membership milestones.
Gene Lauer (20 yrs), Ken Kelly (30 yrs), Jack Post (20 yrs), Jake Rickli
(30 yrs), Jennifer Erwin (10 yrs), and Cordell Gardner (40 yrs).
The Milwood “American Legion” softball team.

2016 – 2017 Post 36 Officers- Stan Rop, Jake Rickli, Cordell Gardner,
Jim Saur, Don Gillespie, Jack Post, and Don Harrison.

The West Portage “Warriors”.

5th Annual WMU ROTC Warrior Run/Walk
The Western Michigan University Army and Air Force ROTC
hosted the 5th annual 5k run/walk in support of veterans and
their families!! This year they partnered with the Willis
Foundation, whose goal is to give scholarships to the children of
disabled and/or deceased veterans. Post 36 was a proud
sponsor of this event and a few members walked the 5K.

MEET YOUR FELLOW VETERANS- Robert Raven Sr.
Robert was born on June 20, 1925 in Kalamazoo, MI. He
joined the Michigan National Guard and was sent to the Detroit
race riots. Robert then joined the U.S. Army and served from
1943 until 1945 with the 77th INF Division, Co. F., 306th INF. He
participated in the Campaigns of Guam, Leyte, Ruykus and
Okinawa. He was wounded in Leyte and again in Ie Shima.
After his discharge from Darnall Hospital, in Danville
Kentucky, he returned home and went back to work for the
Kalamazoo Paper Mill. He soon married Marguerite Smith and
together they raised 3 children. Robert later went to work for
Portage Schools for more than 20 years, before retiring in 1982.

TAPS- The members of American Legion Post 36
extend their deepest sympathies to the loved
ones of these fallen members.
DAVID E. MEYER- David, son of the late Ray and Vivien Meyer,
was born in Kewanee, IL. He served in the U.S. Army during
WWII. After using the GI Bill, David worked for the Upjohn
Company. David was preceded in death by Sarah, his loving wife
of nearly sixty years. He is survived by two children and two
grandchildren.
ARTHUR E. MORGAN- Art was born on April 4, 1922 in
Chicago, IL, the son of Milton Morgan and Clara Morgan
Berggren. He served with the U.S. Army in Europe, during World
War II. Art was a 57 year member of the American Legion.
Surviving is his wife, Shirley; two daughters, two grandsons, and
two great grandsons, Rest in Peace.
DONALD E. HARPER- Don was born on June 20, 1944, the son
of the late Claude E. Harper and Wilda E. (Parker) Harper. He
served his country in the United States Army as a chaplain,
during Vietnam. He was a PUFL member, with 36 years service
to the American Legion. He is survived by his wife, Chris Harper;
three children, and seven grandchildren.
DARIUS MEEKY- Darius was born Feb. 27, 1949, in Chicago, IL,
the son of Allison Meeky Sr. and Frances Bush Meeky. He
served his country in the U.S. Navy during Vietnam, serving for
12 years. In 1978 Darius married Barbara Dixon. He is survived
by two children.
ROBERT A. GALLUP, SR.- Bob was born on April 7, 1928, in
Kendall, MI, the son of Charles and Dorothy (Leversee) Gallup.
He served in the U.S. Navy during WWII. Bob was preceded in
death by his wife Blanche. He is survived by his children, 10
grandchildren and 19 great-grandchildren.

PLEASE STAY IN TOUCH WITH YOUR POSTPlease feel free to contact your Post officers about health or
benefits issues. You are important to us and the American
Legion can assist you and help with questions you may have
concerning the VA Hospital, your veteran benefits, funerals, or
we can make nursing home visits. If you have questions, please
call one of your officers from the top of the front page.
It takes strength to ask for help- but we can’t help you if
we don’t know there is a problem.

Let’s Re-establish Post 36 American Legion Auxiliary
Still no replies to our question – “is there any interest in reestablishing an Auxiliary at our post?” We will not stop asking.
The Post 36 Auxiliary disbanded several years ago, due to low
membership and participation. We already have a few interested
women, but we need 10 paid members in order to establish an
Auxiliary Unit at our Post.
The American Legion and Auxiliary were designed to serve
together, to have the support and inclusion of their spouse and
family members. We sure would welcome more spouse and
family member involvement at the Post.
If you or your spouse or eligible family member is interested
in becoming a member of the American Legion Auxiliary, please
contact a Post Officer. Annual membership dues would be
approximately $20 - $25 per year. An Auxiliary membership
would make a good gift for your spouse or daughter.

Blue Star Service BannersThere are few causes more important to those of us in the
American Legion, than supporting our Military and their families,
both during and after times of war. One way we show our
support is through the free distribution of Blue Star Service
Banners that celebrate and honor the families of America’s
service men and women.
If you know of a family in the Kalamazoo area who have
a son or daughter serving in the military, let one of the Post
Officers (listed on the front of this newsletter) know, so we can
arrange a banner presentation to the family. Let’s show our local
veteran families that we stand with them. If you are interested in
helping with the presentations, we could use your help.

2016 Red Arrow Post Golf Outing- Success
The Red Arrow Post golf outing was held Sat., June 11th at
Indian Run Golf Course. This is our Post’s biggest annual fund
raiser, with the money raised going to maintaining and operating
the Post. We could not keep the building open without this event.
70 golfers participated, including members of the American
Legion, the VFW and Auxiliary, Marine Corp League, and our
awesome brothers and sisters from other Posts, including
Comstock and Otsego. Many others, including the general public
gave us support as well. After golf, a party was held in the
pavilion with food prepared by the Marine Corp League and cold
drinks for all golfers. There was a cash prize drawing too.

Please join us in welcoming these new or transferred
American Legion members to Post 36.
Welcome and thank you for Still Serving.
Tommie Palm - U.S. Army, Vietnam War

COMING EVENTS
Sat.

7/4

4th of July Schoolcraft parade. 10am line-up,
11am parade, and after the parade join us at
the Schoolcraft Legion hall for food & drink.

Tue.
Fri.

7/5
7/8

Red Arrow House Meeting 6 – 7pm
Battle Creek VAMC- Bingo night 6:30 pm

David Mims - U.S. Army, Korean War
Thomas Emmons - U.S. Navy, Vietnam War
Paul Booden - U.S. Air Force, Vietnam War
Timothy Colter - U.S.M.C., Vietnam War
John Allen (PUFL) - U.S. Army, Vietnam War
Leonard Laney - U.S.A.F. & Army, WWII & Korea

Thurs. 7/21
Fri.
7/22

Monthly Meeting 7 – 8pm
Heritage Guitar Alumni Jam. 4pm - close

Sat.

7/23

Veterans & Sportsmen United- Fish Fry
8:00am - 12:30pm, pan fish tournament
5:00pm, fish fry. Call the Post for more info.

Tue.

8/2

Red Arrow House Meeting 6 – 7pm

Ronald Nemedi - U.S. Air Force, Vietnam War
Merl Stoyanoff - U.S. Army, WWII
David Scheffers - U.S. Army, Vietnam War
John Perkins - U.S.M.C., Vietnam War

Thurs. 8/18

Monthly Meeting 7 – 8pm

Fri-Mon 9/2-5

State Horseshoe Tournament- food, live
music. More details coming.
Red Arrow House Meeting 6 – 7pm

Tue.

9/6

Fri.
9/9
Thurs. 9/15

Battle Creek VAMC- Bingo night 6:30 pm
Monthly Meeting 7 - 8pm

Fri-Mon 9/23-25 Dept. of Michigan Fall Convention.
.
Muskegon, MI. Holiday Inn

CAN WE HAVE YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS?
MEMBERSHIP
In 2016 our membership grew from 254 members to 295. It
was another great year. Unfortunately 16 of our members did not
renew for 2016. We know there are health issues and financial
hardships, but if you can remain with the American Legion, our
promise to you is that your membership and dues are getting a
lot done in your community. We try to show what we are doing in
both our newsletter and the monthly meeting minutes we email.
Soon the 2017 Membership renewal drive will be starting.
Please consider renewing early and renewing on-line. It’s fast,
efficient and saves us a lot of time and money in postage and
printing. And there will be less reminders in your mailbox!
Thank you for your membership.
If you know a qualified veteran who might want to join, call
Jake Rickli @ (269)343-3356.

VA Medical News & Numbers- The Battle Creek Toll Free
number for appointments and information is 1-888-214-1247.
The local number is (269) 966-5600, and for afterhours triage is
1-888-838-6466. Phone extensions are- for triage ext. 35053,
prescriptions ext. 35500, and customer service ext. 31990 or at
ext. 31980. For further VA questions you can also go to this
website- http://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel
For assistance obtaining discharge records, visit-

Each newsletter we can email saves us postage costs.
That’s money we could spend on helping veterans.
We also need your change of address when you move.

NEED A RIDE TO MEETINGS OR POST EVENTS?
If you need a ride, please contact us. Lack of transportation
should not stop anyone from participating in our Post events.

The Four Pillars of the American Legion
1. Strong National
Security
2. Taking Care of
Veterans
3. Mentoring Youth
4. Patriotism & Honor
(Americanism)

THE RED ARROW CLUB – (269)349-7218
Post 36 meetings are held every 3rd Thursday
from 7-8pm in the Red Arrow VFW Post at
1920 E. Kilgore Service Rd., Portage

www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/
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