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COMMANDER’S POST- News From The State Convention

ADJUTANT’S CORNER- Membership 101

As your Post Commander it was my privilege to represent
you at the Department of Michigan annual convention. I bring to
you a lot of great news and a few accompanying challenges.
First of all, our district achieved 100% of our goal of 3,251
paid up members largely due to our Post contribution of
exceeding our goal by 46 members to achieve over 290 paid up
members by early June.
Secondly, our town and county were selected to host not
only the 2018 state annual summer convention but also the 2019
and 2020 conventions at the Kalamazoo Radisson Hotel. What
an honor and also an earned challenge. We will take this
opportunity to enlist the downtown merchants to support our
causes and offer deals for meals within walking distance of the
Radisson. Among those very happy with the selection are the
“Yoopers” from north of the bridge who will hold their party for all
delegates at our Red Arrow Veterans Club on Saturday night.
This is a money maker for us if done well.
Finally, this is our opportunity to get some of our newest and
longtime members involved in highlighting our Post, the Legion
and our local communities. It can go a long way in recognizing
our veterans and the work we do every day serving America.
You will be informed regularly of our plans and progress to make
each convention an outstanding event and progressively better
than the previous one.
FOR GOD AND COUNTRY, Jim Saur

As the Adjutant, one of my most important duties is correctly
processing your membership renewals. Most of the phone calls I
receive are from members who have questions about their
renewals. Here is a summary of the American Legion
membership renewal policy, written by National“The renewal process begins in July for the upcoming
membership year. Renewal notices are sent out in July, October,
January, March and May. When a member renews, they are
removed from future renewal notices for that year. There are
times when a member pays their dues, but they still receive a
renewal notice. If dues are paid to the local post, it takes a little
longer for national to be notified about the renewal and the
member may receive another renewal notice. If this occurs,
check with your local post to ensure they received your dues.
Membership in The American Legion is based on a
calendar-year from January 1st to December 31st. When a
member pays their dues, they are paid up for that membership
year. Your membership actually expires on December 31st of
the paid year shown on your card. It can be a little confusing
sometimes because your annual dues are supposed to be paid
by January 1st each year, which is why National starts accepting
dues for the upcoming year on July 1st. The goal is to have
everyone renewed for the new year by Jan. 1st, when it begins.”
I hope this helps you understand why we start renewals in
July, why we ask everyone to renew by January and why you
may get a renewal notice after you have paid. And always feel
free to call me if you have any questions.
STILL SERVING! Don Gillespie

Introducing your Post 36 Officers for 2017 – 2018

Serving America’s Veterans Everyday


Judge Advocate, Don Harrison; Sergeant at Arms Cordell
Gardner; 3-year Trustee Brian Stults; Finance Officer Jennifer
Erwin; Commander Jim Saur; Sr. Vice Commander Dave
Sytsma; Jr. Vice Commander Ben Rietkerk; Chaplain Jack Post;
Adjutant Don Gillespie.

CHILDREN AND YOUTH - Our Fourth Pillar
In 1919, The American Legion was founded on four pillars:
Veterans Affairs/Rehabilitation, National Security, Americanism,
and Children & Youth. Each pillar encompasses a variety of
programs that benefit our nation's veterans, its service members,
their families, the youth of America and ordinary citizens.
The roots of the American Legion’s fourth pillar - Children &
Youth - reaches back to those combat-weary doughboys who
founded The American Legion. When they called their first
caucus at Paris, they focused not on themselves but on the
children and youth of America. They knew that children who
were made orphans by the war had little chance to succeed
without help. The slogan they coined still resonates today: "A
Square Deal for Every Child." Millions of dollars have since been
raised and innumerable hours have been volunteered by
Legionnaires, in order to help children who are sick or in need,
or simply looking for opportunities to achieve their goals. The
American Legion has advocated on their behalf, fighting against
social ills such as child pornography, teen suicide, drug abuse
and violence at home. We assure proper care and protection for
the children of veterans. The American Legion strives to Improve
conditions for all children and youth, with due concern for
maintaining the integrity of the family home
Locally, Post 36 supports children and youth by providing
emergency assistance to veteran families, by sponsoring youth
sports teams, Boys State and the Student Trooper program. We
would welcome more volunteers in the Children and Youth
programs. As a member, you can help by becoming a volunteer,
donating to our Post or to The American Legion Child Welfare
Foundation, Inc., or The American Legion Endowment Fund
Corporation- both are 501(c)(3) organizations.

West Portage Little League- Little Majors

STAY TUNED! - Kalamazoo County has been selected
to host the 2018 American Legion Department of Michigan
summer convention. This will be a great opportunity for us to
showcase Post 36 and all Kalamazoo County American
Legion posts to local veterans and the community. By
working together we can forge new bonds, increase
membership and participation, while engaging the
community.

2017 Little League Sponsorships
In 2017 we were able to sponsor two little league teams,
one boys little majors team (9-10 year olds) from West Portage
Little League and one boys minors team (7-9 year olds) from
Milwood Little League. Some of our members took the time to
attend a few of their games and it was fun and refreshing to see
how excited the kids got about playing baseball. We visited with
the teams after their games and they all expressed their
appreciation for our sponsorship.

The 2017 Red Arrow Golf Outing was another success.
We had 5 teams of Legion members and friends. It is one of our
largest fundraisers for the year- which is especially needed due
to the Post needing a new airconditioner (recently installed) and
a new boiler before winter. Thanks to everyone who attended.

-MEMBERSHIP NEWS-

Millwood Little League- Minors

The 2018 Membership renewal drive will be starting this
month. Please consider renewing early and renewing on-line. It’s
fast, efficient and saves us a lot of time and money in postage
and printing. And there will be fewer reminders in your mailbox!
Dues are $45 per year. Let’s keep Post 36 strong through solid
membership. Thank you for your membership!
And-let’s keep growing! If you know a qualified veteran who
might want to join or transfer, call Don Gillespie or Jake Rickli.
Anyone who recruits 3 or more new members (not transfers)
before next June will be eligible for a 2018 recruiters pin.

MEET YOUR FELLOW VETERANS- Dave Sytsma
I enlisted in the Marine Corps Reserve prior to graduation
from Plainwell High School and shipped to San Diego for training
a week later. I was assigned to 2nd Battalion, 5th Marine
Division at Camp Pendleton, CA as a heavy equipment operator.
After leaving active duty, I was stationed with the 4th Bridge
Company in Kalamazoo and at Fort Custer.
I married my wife, Bonnie on August 20, 1971. We live in
Cooper Township and have three children: James, Jennifer
Johnson, and Jonathan. We also have seven grandchildren.
After retiring from Pfizer, I started Sirius Rods, where I build
custom fishing rods primarily for the saltwater market. I also
volunteer over 200 hours a year at the Wolf Lake State Fish
Hatchery visitor's center helping with the kid's fishing programs
and maintaining and repairing all the tackle.
My Dad, James Sytsma, was a member of Post 36 for
almost 70 years, and a member of the WWII Last Man's Club. As
a youth, I attended many Christmas parties at the old Post in
Kalamazoo. He always encouraged me to join the Legion, and I
finally did about five years ago. I'm proud to be a member, and
intend to serve Post 36 and it's members to the best of my
ability.

Let’s Re-establish Post 36 American Legion Auxiliary

Please join us in welcoming
these new members to Post 36.
Welcome and Thank You for Still Serving.
Arthur Ford - U.S. Army, Vietnam War

The American Legion and Auxiliary were designed to serve
together, to have the support and inclusion of their spouse and
family members. We welcome and need more spouse and
family member involvement at our Post.
If you or your spouse or eligible family member is interested
in becoming a member of the American Legion Auxiliary, please
contact a Post Officer. Annual membership dues would be
approximately $20 - $25 per year. An Auxiliary membership
would make a nice gift for your spouse or daughter.

Jack Hunt, MD - U.S. Navy, Vietnam War
John Hillsburg - U.S. Army, Korean War
Thomas Hastings - U.S. Air Force, Korean War
William Gringhuis - U.S. Army, Vietnam War
Jason Gilde - U.S. Navy, Persian Gulf
Clarence Worden - U.S. Air Force, Vietnam War
Keith Neel - U.S. Navy, Vietnam War
Lawrence Svendsen - U.S. Air Force, Vietnam War

High school volunteers are helping fold Post 36 newsletters and stuff
them into envelopes, so we can get them out to our members.
Mentoring youth and promoting patriotism!

TAPS- The members of American Legion Post 36
extend their deepest sympathies to the loved
ones of these fallen members.
CLIFTON PULLEN- After graduating from Kalamazoo Central in
1944, Clif served with the U.S. Army’s 87th Infantry in France. He
then obtained an accounting degree from WMU and worked at
Eaton Corp. until he retired in 1987. Clif married June Searles in
1953 and they had a son Brian. Clif was preceded in death by
his wife, his companion Carol Sutton and is survived by his son.

Silver Wings BBQ, a veteran owned and operated business,
has partnered with VFW Post 1527 to provide food at the Post,
on Saturday nights. Silver Wings BBQ will be serving in our
pavilion through the summer ("Saturday Night at the Pavilion")
and they plan to move service inside when it becomes too cold
outside. In addition to BBQs at the pavilion, plans are being
made to expand to Friday nights and Sunday brunches. And,
there is a plan to offer a limited menu from the bar on the other
days of the week.
Welcome Silver Wings BBQ & thank you Patrick!

Post 36 Annual Summer Picnic

Join us on Sat. July 22, from 1-4pm, for our annual member
picnic/potluck. We will grill food and provide soft drinks and
water. Bring a side dish and your family/friends. It’s a nice way to
meet fellow members. Our sponsored little league teams and
WMU ROTC students are also invited. Please join us!

PLEASE CONTACT US WITH YOUR CONCERNSPlease feel free to contact your Post officers with any issues
and concerns about your health or benefits issues. You are
important to us and the American Legion can assist you and
help with questions you may have concerning the VA Hospital,
your veteran benefits, funerals, or we can make nursing home
visits. If you have questions, please call one of your Post 36
officers from the top of the front page.

CAN WE HAVE YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS?
Each newsletter we can email saves us postage costs.
That’s money we could spend on helping veterans.
We also need your change of address when you move.

COMING EVENTS
Tue.

7/4

4th of July Schoolcraft parade. 10am line-up,
11am parade, and after the parade join us at
the Schoolcraft Legion hall for food & drink.

Tue.

7/11

Red Arrow House Meeting 6:30 – 7:30pm

Fri.
7/14
Thurs. 7/20

Battle Creek VAMC- Bingo night 6:30 pm
Monthly Meeting 7 – 8pm

Sat.

7/22

Post 36 Member Picnic 1 – 4pm.
Meat and non-alcoholic drinks provided.
Members and family welcome.

Tue.

8/1

Red Arrow House Meeting 6:30 – 7:30pm

Sat.

8/5

Red Arrow VFW 90th Anniversary Party.
Join us for music, food and drink. 7pm

Thurs. 8/17

Monthly Meeting 7 – 8pm (in South Haven?)

Tue.
Fri.

Red Arrow House Meeting 6:30 – 7:30pm
Battle Creek VAMC- Bingo night 6:30 pm

9/5
9/9

Thurs. 9/21

Monthly Meeting 7 – 8pm

NEED A RIDE TO MEETINGS OR POST EVENTS?
If you need a ride, please contact us. Lack of transportation
should not stop anyone from participating in our Post events.

Battle Creek VA Medical News & NumbersThe toll free number for appointments & info. is 1-888-214-1247.
The local number is (269) 966-5600. Phone extensions are- for
triage ext. 35053, prescriptions ext. 35500, and customer service
ext. 31990 or at ext. 31980.
The 24/7 Veteran Crisis Line is 1-877-927-8387.
For further VA questions you can also go to this websitehttp://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel

For assistance obtaining discharge records, visitwww.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/

The Four Pillars of the American Legion
1. Strong National
Security
2. Taking Care of
Veterans
3. Mentoring Youth
4. Patriotism & Honor
(Americanism)

THE RED ARROW CLUB – (269)349-7218
Post 36 meetings are held every 3rd Thursday
from 7-8pm in the Red Arrow VFW Post at
1920 E. Kilgore Service Rd., Portage
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