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FINAL COMMANDER’S COLUMN
It has been both an honor and a privilege to be your Post
Commander these past years. Thank you for your support. As
we complete another successful year of service to our country
and fellow veterans it is only natural that we reflect upon what
we did well and where improvements can be made.
Among our high points were successes in each of the four
pillars of the Legion. We strengthened our community’s
understanding of Americanism by visiting two schools to discuss
patriotism and the history of our Country’s Flag. Along the way
we explained who veterans are and how they have contributed.
We partnered with the Blue Star Mothers to send holiday
packages to our deployed troops throughout the world. We
participated in large parades in three local communities with our
patriotic float. And we donated money and labor to partnering
veteran groups to help with their programs.
Our dedication to the Children & Youth of our community
remained strong throughout the year as we sponsored three
youth ball teams, and a Student Trooper. We continued our
support of young Americans as we presented Legion ROTC
certificates and medals to outstanding members of the Western
Michigan University “Bronco” Battalion and awarded a Joseph B.
Westnedge $500 scholarship to a deserving student veteran.
The members of our Post continued to represent
Kalamazoo County in support of the rehabilitation programs at
the Battle Creek Medical Center donating time and money to
their recreation programs. Our efforts in the VA and
Rehabilitation area continued with grants of aid to worthy
veterans in need. All of these activities are locally funded by
your membership dues and our fund raising programs and are
being championed by a small portion of our membership. We
have done a lot but we can do more.
Membership and participation are an ongoing challenge.
Unfortunately, we are losing our older, long-time members as
they move to be with their children or pass away. We must
replace them. There are many veterans in our area who don’t
belong to our Post. We need to find them and ask them to help
out. If you know a veteran, “Just Ask”. You might be surprised
by their willingness to rejoin their Band of Brothers. All of us
have friends and neighbors who might join if properly asked. We
need to recruit eligible relatives, friends and neighbors. Feel
free to use the information in this newsletter to explain who we
are and what we do. Then ask them to participate in our
programs and define where they might be able to help. It is
important that they are welcome to join us and “Continue to
Serve America” by supporting our many efforts.
FOR GOD AND COUNTRY, Commander Jim Saur

Commander Jim Saur presents WMU Army ROTC
graduates with a scholarship and awards.

VETERANS HELPING VETERANS
Last fall we received a request to help a local veteran who
had encountered unexpected hardships and could not pay his
utility bill. After verifying his status, we paid his bill and directed
him towards resources that could offer additional assistance.
Several months later, he contacted us. He wanted to repay
us and thank us for helping him through a hard time. Now he is
becoming a member of Post 36 and has volunteered his
handyman skills to help out at the Red Arrow post. Veterans
helping veterans. It is much more than a motto, it’s our mission.
Every year we have members who step up to help us help
veterans. We have members who have paid for veteran dental
care, Honor Flights, offered financial help directly to our Post, or
who help by volunteering with us. Every bit of assistance goes a
long way. We can always use your help to help us serve our
fellow veterans and the community. Thank you all.
STILL SERVING! Don Gillespie

Introducing your Post 36 Officers for 2018 – 2019
Chaplain Stan Rop; Sr. Vice Cmdr. Dave Sytsma; Finance
Officer Jennifer Erwin; Adjutant Don Gillespie; Commander Don
Harrison; Judge Advocate, Jim Saur. Not pictured:
Jr. Vice Cmdr. Ben Rietkerk; Sergeant at Arms Cordell Gardner

American Legion Post 36 Officers, 1919
1- R. Wheeler Rickman, Finance Officer 2- Carl D. Proctor, ViceCmdr. 3- James M. Wilson, Cmdr. 4- Charles B. Bietry, Historian
5- J. W. Kramb, Adjutant 6- Grant Church, Chaplain
7- Wm. Waite, Sgt. at Arms.

Kalamazoo Veterans Were Quick to Found American
Legion Post in 1919. By Llyle Rapp, Kalamazoo Gazette, 1969
It didn’t take the Kalamazoo veterans who had already
returned from service in WWI long to formalize plans for an
American Legion post here after receiving notice that such an
organization for United States veterans had been organized at
the caucus in Paris, France March 15 – 17, 1919.
The first informal meeting of local veterans to organize a
post was held Friday night, March 21, 1919 in the Armory.
Between 28 and 30 Kalamazoo veterans attended. Their first
meeting was devoted entirely to a review and explanation of
actions taken at the Paris caucus, especially a study of the
principles and objectives approved by the Americans in Paris.
So much interest was evidenced at the first local meeting
that a second meeting was scheduled the next week on Friday,
March 28, when all veterans present were asked to invite other
veterans to attend. Ralph Henshaw and Milton Courtney were
named co-chairmen.
Several more organizational meetings were held during
April, and one action taken by the local veterans was to
postpone the official organization of the post until “Kalamazoo’s
own” Company C., 126th Infantry, 2nd division had returned
home. The arrival date was May 20.
With the Co. C boys back, the organization process
quickened and by mid-August the Kalamazoo post, which had
been unanimously named in honor of the late Col. Joseph B.
Westnedge, commander of the 126th Infantry and who died of
pneumonia in France shortly after the Nov. 11 signing of the
Armistice, elected officers and applied for a charter. The charter
was granted in September.
The only difficulty encountered in recruiting charter
members in the post- a minor one- was the belief on the part of
some veterans that a clouded purpose of the American Legion
might be to obtain signatures of veterans who might later be
obligated by the United States government to return to military

service. This misconception was successfully overcome within a
few weeks.
Capt. James M. Wilson of Company C. was elected the first
commander. Among other officers were Wilbur W. Kramb; Milton
Courtney; Alfred Eagelton; Lt. W. Douglas Hall, Company C.,
who attended the Paris caucus; Ralph Henshaw; Nell Priester;
Truman Strong; and Llyle Rapp.
After completion of the organization in August, the new Post
rented the former Knights of Pythias hall on W. Michigan, where
it met for a year. The post then moved to quarters over the
former Home Savings Bank on W. Michigan, until it outgrew
those quarters. In the meantime, even before the Armistice,
patriotic citizens of Kalamazoo had drafted a plan to erect a
veterans’ memorial building on the vacant lot on E. South St.
and had obtained pledges of several thousand dollars, but the
plan did not materialize.
Somewhat frustrated, and without a post home, the
Legionnaires assembled forces late one night in 1924 and with
shovels, picks and carpenter’s tools, swarmed in the vacant lot
on E. South (proposed site of the memorial building) and built a
post “home” which they dubbed “the Legion Dugout”. Half under
and half above ground, the dugout served as a meeting place for
several weeks.
The Legionnaires in the meantime inaugurated a campaign
to collect on pledges previously made toward the memorial
under direction of past commander Wilson and the post home
committee. The campaign yielded sufficient funds and the post
purchased the Charles Peck home at 421 W. South St. with an
additional generous contribution from the Peck family. The post
moved into the home in 1925. The only later move was a few
years after World War II when the former Jewish synagogue at
433 E. South was purchased and still serves as the post home. *
Kalamazoo has been the home of six American Legion
posts since World War I. Most active now are Joseph B.
Westnedge Post 36 and Kalamazoo Post 332. Outpost Post,
organized during World War II, still has its charter. Posts which
have become inactive were the Hanes-Molloy Post, Phillips Carr
Post, and Dr. Caroline Bartlett Carr Post for women veterans.
* Note - Post 36 moved from E. South St. in the 1990’s.

421 W. South St. - Post 36’s new home in 1925 (Photo ~1955)

MEMBERSHIP NEWS
Currently our membership is at 274 members renewed for
2018. You can help your Post earn up to $275, by renewing
your 2019 membership before December 31st. Early bird
renewals save us money and time. Thank you!
And help us grow! If you know a qualified veteran who might
want to join or transfer, have them call Dave Sytsma or Don
Gillespie. Anyone who recruits 3 or more new members (not
transfers) before June 2019 is eligible for a 2019 recruiters pin.
Let’s keep Post 36 strong through solid membership!

Our 2018 Youth Sports Teams
Thanks to Dave Carvell and Dave Sytsma for coordinating our
2018 youth sports programs.

Please join us in welcoming
these new members to Post 36.
Welcome and Thank You for Still Serving.
Julius Millers - U.S. Army, Vietnam War
Delbert Lamson - U.S. Air Force, Korean War
Kerry Ogilvie - U.S. Air Force, G.W.O.T.
Duncan Ogilvie - U.S. Army, G.W.O.T.

MEET YOUR FELLOW VETERANS- Eric Carlson
Eric was born Edwin LJ Carlson in Minnesota, in 1932. His
name was soon changed to Eric because “there were too many
Ed’s in the family”. His father got a job working on the Morrow
Dam in 1937, and his family moved to Comstock. Sadly, his
father died shortly after they moved to Michigan.
In 1953, Eric joined the Air Force Air Police. Of the 30
graduates in his class, 20 were sent to Korea. Eric was assigned
to Sedalia AFB in Missouri (soon renamed Whiteman AFB). He
was quickly promoted and made Staff Sergeant within four
years. He trained in Scotland, England, Iceland, and Labrador
and spent one cold winter on assignment in Thule, Greenland.
Returning home, Eric worked in maintenance at Kalamazoo
Schools. He repaired musical instruments, windows and then
shades, drapes and blinds, retiring after 33 years. Later he
worked maintenance at Builder’s Square. In 1955 Eric married
his wife Louis and together they raised 3 children.

West Portage Little League - the Royals

SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION
Milwood Softball - American Legion Post 36

West Michigan Travel – the Broncos

We are establishing a Sons of The American Legion
squadron at our post. Eligible members must be male and have
parents (including step or adopted parents) or grandparents who
served in the U.S. military and were eligible for American Legion
membership. The key to forming and maintaining our new S.A.L.
squadron will be finding enough members who will assume
responsibility as officers. We currently have about ten people
interested in membership, but we need to have at least 4 more
that are willing and able to serve as officers. Annual dues are
only $20 for adults or $10 for minors.
If you, family, or friends are eligible and interested in joining
our S.A.L. squadron, please have them contact one of our
officers. If you are a Legion member, please consider a dual
membership to help us become established.
For more information, visit - www.legion.org/sons

TAPS- The members of American Legion Post 36
extend their deepest sympathies to the loved
ones of these fallen members.
FRANKLIN WARREN - Frank was born in Battle Creek, MI on
February 15, 1933. He served his country in the U.S. Air Force
during the Korean War. Frank was a 40 et 8 officer, a 55-year
American Legion PUFL member and a life-long veteran

advocate in our community. He is survived by his wife.
THOMAS HASTINGS, SR. - Tom was born July 13, 1931. He
served with the US Air Force during the Korean War. After
returning home, Tom ran the A&W Root Beer Stand on
Kalamazoo Avenue for many years. Tom was preceded in death
by his wife Dorothy and son Timothy. He is survived by 3
children and 2 grandchildren.
JAMES EMERY – Jim was born on February 24, 1933 in Grand
Rapids, MI. He served his country in the U.S. Air Force during
the Korean War. Jim was proud of his service and strong in his
faith. He was preceded in death by his wife Veronica, sons John
and Steven and daughter Mary. He is survived by seven
children, 17 grandchildren and 10 great-grandchildren.

Never Forgotten - Rest in Peace

COMING EVENTS
Th-Sun. 6/21-24 2018 Dept. of Michigan State ConventionKalamazoo Radisson Plaza Hotel
Sun.

7/1

Last Man Standing Ceremony. Celebrate
the service of the men from C. Co., 126th Inf.
1:00pm at the Red Arrow Post. Refreshments.

Wed.

7/4

4th of July Schoolcraft parade. 10am line-up,
11am parade, and after the parade join us at
the Schoolcraft Legion hall for food & drink.

Tue.

7/10

Red Arrow House Meeting 6:30 – 7:30pm

Fri.

7/13

Battle Creek VAMC- Bingo night 6:30 pm

Thurs. 7/19

Monthly Meeting 7 – 8pm

Tue.

Red Arrow House Meeting 6:30 – 7:30pm

8/7

Thurs. 8/16

Monthly Meeting 7 – 8pm

Tue.
Fri.

Red Arrow House Meeting 6:30 – 7:30pm
Battle Creek VAMC- Bingo night 6:30 pm

9/4
9/14

Thurs. 9/20

Monthly Meeting 7 – 8pm

NEED A RIDE TO MEETINGS OR POST EVENTS?
If you need a ride, please contact us. Lack of transportation
should not stop anyone from participating in our Post events.

Battle Creek VA Medical News & NumbersThe toll-free number for appointments & info. is 1-888-214-1247.
The local number is (269) 966-5600. Phone extensions are- for
triage ext. 35053, prescriptions ext. 35500, and customer service
ext. 31990 or at ext. 31980.
The 24/7 Veteran Crisis Line is 1-877-927-8387.
For further VA questions you can also go to this websitehttp://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel

For assistance obtaining discharge records, visitwww.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/

The Four Pillars of the American Legion

Adjutant Don Gillespie, Commander Jim Saur, and Past Vice
Commander Jake Rickli present a wreath at the Ft. Custer
National Cemetery Memorial Day Ceremony.

Military quotes“There are those, I know, who will say that the
liberation of humanity, the freedom of man and
mind, is nothing but a dream. They are right. It is
the American Dream.” – Archibald MacLeish

1. Strong National
Security
2. Taking Care of Veterans
3. Mentoring Youth
4. Patriotism & Honor
(Americanism)

THE RED ARROW CLUB – (269)349-7218
Post 36 meetings are held every 3rd Thursday
from 7-8pm in the Red Arrow VFW Post at
1920 E. Kilgore Service Rd., Kalamazoo 49002
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