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Your American Legion- WWI through the War on Terror

The National American Legion Brief History

American Legion members have served during every warfrom World War 1 through the on-going War on Terror. Our
members have served in every branch of service, on every
continent and on every sea.
The bond between veterans is strong, regardless of when or
where we served. We share that common bond. We share that
common interest. We all raised our right hand. We all did the
same thing, we took the oath to protect our country. And we all
came home and accepted a new mission- to serve our
community and support our local veterans, long after our
enlistments have ended.
But, even with these common bonds, it can be difficult for
young veterans to approach older veterans who are their parents
or grandparents age. And it is just as difficult for a veteran in
their 40s, 60s, or 80s to approach a veteran in his or her 20s.
But do it. Walk up, thank them for their service, welcome them to
our Post and get to know them. It becomes easier every time.
Some of my best friends are now veterans who have served
during Vietnam, Korea, and World War II. I value every minute I
can spend with them. We all still share the same spirit of service
and duty.
Please remember- we all joined the American Legion so that
we can continue serving together, regardless of our differences.
Respectfully, Don Gillespie, Post 36 Adjutant.

From an article by Florida Legion Post 13.

A group of twenty officers who served in the American
Expeditionary Forces (A.E.F.) in France during World War I is
credited with planning the Legion. A.E.F. Headquarters asked
these officers to suggest ideas on how to improve troop morale.
One officer, Lt. Colonel Theodore Roosevelt, Jr., proposed an
organization of veterans. In February 1919, this group formed a
temporary committee, and selected several hundred officers who
had the confidence and respect of the whole army.
The first organizational meeting took place in Paris in March
1919. About 1000 officers and enlisted men attended. The
meeting, known as the Paris Caucus, adopted a temporary
constitution and the name "The American Legion." It also elected
an executive committee to complete the organization work. It
considered each soldier of the A.E.F. a member of the Legion.
A subcommittee was formed to organize veterans in the U.S.
The Legion held a second organizing caucus in St. Louis,
MO in May 1919. It completed the constitution and made plans
for a permanent organization. It set up temporary headquarters
in NY and began relief, employment & Americanism programs.
The American Legion was chartered by Congress in 1919
as a patriotic, mutual-help war-time veteran’s organization. The
American Legion is a community-service organization which now
numbers nearly 3 million members - men and woman. Join us.

MEMBERSHIP NEWS
Post 36 has voted to offer honorary life
memberships to our WWII veterans. We will pay
the annual membership dues for all of our WWII
veterans and all of our 50+ year members.
We realize our WWII veterans and our long-term members
have served us for many years. Many are now facing health or
financial challenges as they age. It’s our turn to help them, by
removing the the cost of membership from their list of expenses.
We are also offering to pay annual membership dues for any
officer, while they serve. This is an incentive, to help us recruit
new officers to serve our Post. This perk is optional.
And please help us grow! If you know a qualified veteran
who might want to join or transfer, please call Dave Sytsma or
Don Gillespie. Anyone who recruits 3 or more new members (not
transfers) before June 2019 is eligible for a 2019 recruiters pin.

Keep Post 36 strong- through solid membership!

Kalamazoo hosts the 2019 Michigan Summer convention- June
27-30. Don’t miss the keynote speaker, police/firefighter/teacher
of the year awards and more. It is a good way to support area
veterans and promote the American Legion. Please join us.

MEET POST 36 WWI VETERAN - Angelo Cusano
Angelo Cusano was born in Caserta, Italy in 1890. In
1906 his family moved to the US to work on his uncle’s farm in
Rome, NY. Angelo worked on the Erie Canal, for the Oakland
Motor Co. in Detroit. He eventually moved to Kalamazoo and
worked at the General Gas Light Co., polishing metal lenses.
After the US entered WWI, Angelo enlisted in the Army.
He was not yet an American citizen, but like many other
immigrants who served in WWI, he wanted to become a
citizen and serve his new country. Angelo was sent to Fort
Hancock, GA for training and then assigned to the Ordinance
Supply Detachment at Fort Sill, OK. While stationed at Ft. Sill,
Angelo married his fiancé Constance E. Smith.
After the war, Angelo returned to Kalamazoo and was one
of the earliest members of American Legion Post 36. Angelo
worked as a tailor and retired from Kalamazoo Laundry. He
and Constance raised 4 children. Their son Paul is a WWII
veteran and member of our Post. When Angelo passed away
in 1964, Post 36 performed the full military honors, providing
casket bearers, the honor guard and even the bugler.

Joseph Szalkowski - Post 36 WWII veteran

POST 36 KOREA VETERAN – John Hillsburg
John Hillsburg was born in Kalamazoo on May 16, 1930.
After attending St. Joseph and St. Augustine schools, left home
and school and while working, he earned his high school
diploma by taking Univ. of Chicago correspondence courses.
After the start of the Korean War, John and his best friend,
Joe Hazard joined the US Army. After basic training, they were
assigned to the 43rd Engineer Construction Battalion and sent to
Tokorozawa, Japan. While serving with the 43rd, they built many
roads and facilities, including two R&R camps on the Island of
Hokkaido, which were used during the Korean and Vietnam
wars. They also trained Japanese to use heavy equipment. John
was quickly promoted and earned his Sergeant stripes in less
than 14 months. John returned home on Dec. 23, 1952.
After working in a paper mill, John went to diesel school in
1954. He worked several jobs, finally settling into hospital
maintenance & engineering, where he worked for over 35 years.
John enjoys woodworking in his spare time.
In 1953 John married his wife of 66 years, Jean. Together
they have raised 3 daughters and one son.

Angelo Cusano - Post 36 WWI veteran

POST 36 WWII VETERAN – Joseph Szalkowski
Joe was born June 21, 1924, in Green Bay, WI, the
youngest of 9 children. As a teen Joe worked as a caddy. Joe
attended local schools after graduating from high school he was
called to serve his country in the United States Army. Assigned
to V corps, he fought on the beaches of Normandy on D-Day
and took part in campaigns in Northern France, and in the
Ardennes. He also spent some time in Paris as an MP. After the
war, Joe attended Aquinas College where he earned his
business degree, and led the golf team to many awards.
Joe met the woman of his dreams, Anne Oas, and they
were married in 1957. Joe spent the bulk of his career at the
Kalamazoo office of Haviland Chemicals where he became the
office manager. Joe was an avid golfer and a member of both
Gull Lake and Kalamazoo Country Clubs. He participated in
numerous golf tournaments, and was named city champion for
at least two years. Joe remained a lifelong fan of the Green Bay
Packers and a lifelong animal lover.
Joe Szalkowski passed away on March 12th. His wife,
Anne, preceded him in death in October 2002.

John Hillsburg - Post 36 Korea veteran

Please join us in welcoming
these new members to Post 36.
Welcome and Thank You for Still Serving.
Donald Ruggiero - U.S. Army, Vietnam
Harry Bird - U.S.M.C., Korea

POST 36 VIETNAM VETERAN – Dan Bement
Dan Bement was born and raised in Dowagiac, MI. After
high school, he worked for a year before attending WMU
ROTC from 1962-66. He majored in history and military
science. Dan was then commissioned as a 2LT and sent to Ft.
Benning for Infantry Officer School. He was then assigned as
a platoon leader in the Berlin Brigade. Within a year he was a
1LT and promoted to company commander. After turning
down an offer to serve as aide to the US European
commander, Dan received orders to go to Vietnam. Dan was
sent to the Defense Language School and the JFK Special
Warfare School. He was then promoted to captain, assigned
to MACV and command of an American advisory team
watching over a battalion of S. Vietnamese infantry in Ban Me
Thuot, from late 68-69.
Having gotten married in 1967, Dan exited the service
when his tour was complete. He returned to school to earn his
master’s in political science. After graduation he rejoined the
National guard and served 6 years in the 1/246 th Armor. After
working at WMU for 4 years, Dan was offered a job at the
Defense civil Preparedness Agency, which later became
FEMA. Dan retired as FEMA Operations Director for Region 5.
Dan retired from the military as a LT Colonel. Among the
medals he received are the Bronze Star, Meritorious Service
Medal, 5-ARCOMs, and the Republic of Vietnam Gallantry
Cross w Silver Star. Dan has one daughter and 3
grandchildren.

Dan Bement - Post 36 Vietnam veteran

Post 36 LEBANON/GRENADA ERA VET – Dave Pinho
David Pinho was born in Elizabeth, NJ in 1962. A year
later, his family moved to Carteret, NJ. Dave entered the U.S.
Navy’s Delayed Entry Program in 1979, a year before
graduating high school. On June 26, 1980, Dave flew to San
Diego, CA for basic training. After nearly two years of nuclear
power schooling and training, Dave was assigned to his first
submarine, the USS Will Rogers (SSBN 659). He completed
Patrols 50, 52 & 54 before entering dry dock in the Newport
News, VA shipyard to begin a 26-month refueling overhaul. In
1986, Dave was assigned to the Nuclear Power Training Unit
in Ballston Spa, NY where he would spend 4 years training
and preparing new sailors on operations and casualty control
associated with a nuclear power propulsion plant. In 1990,
Dave went back to Newport News, VA to a new 688-class
submarine construction billet, as part of the initial crew of the

USS Boise (SSN 764). In July 1993, Dave decided to pursue
the civilian life and was honorably discharged as an EM1/SS
(Electrician’s Mate First Class – Submarine Qualified).
Dave’s first job post-Navy was writing Maintenance
Standards for the Seawolf class submarines (SSN 21-23). In
1995, Dave and his family moved to Kalamazoo, MI to take a
job at Pharmacia & Upjohn. After 20 years in Process Safety
Management, Dave still enjoys conducting Process Hazard
Analyses, designed to keep colleagues and the community
safe from the potential harmful effects of process chemistry.
Dave has four grown children and lives in Portage, MI with
Lisa, his wife of 35 years.

Dave Pinho - Post 36 Grenada/Lebanon veteran

POST 36 PANAMA ERA VETERAN – Steve Caudill
TSgt (Ret) Steve Caudill was born in Ludington, and raised
in Belding. He graduated from Belding High in 1984. In 1988,
Steve joined the US Air Force and attended basic training at
Lackland AFB Texas, and then trained at the Chanute AFB
Illinois Fuels Specialist School. His first assignment was the
with the 509th Supply Squadron, Pease AFB, New Hampshire
after 2 years, he was reassigned to the 832nd Supply Squadron,
Luke AFB, Arizona, which later became the 58th Supply Sq.,
where Steve had a career changing back injury. Steve was able
to cross train into the Information Management career Field,
(executive administration and computer support), which allowed
him to continue his career where he was to the 63rd Fighter Sq.
as their admin support. His next duty station was with the 739th
Munitions Support Sq., Akinci Airfield, Turkey. After spending a
year in Turkey he was reassigned to the 355th Fighter Wing,
Davis-Monthan AFB, Arizona assigned to various squadrons.
Steve transferred back to his old unit (now designated the
56th Fighter Wing at Luke AFB. Steve served another 7 years at
Luke in various squadrons and was he stationed there during
9/11. In 2002, Steve was reassigned to a 2-year tour with the
Defense Threat Reduction Agency (DTRA) at Darmstadt,
Germany. After leaving Germany, he returned to the US, serving
3 years with the 366th Fighter Wing, Mountain Home AFB, Idaho
and the final 2 years of his carrier with the 314th Recruiting Sq.,
Burlington, NJ. In 2009 Steve’s old injury forced him to retire.
Steve’s 21-year career in the Air Force spanned from the
Panama Invasion through the Global War on Terror. During that
time, he raised 2 sons, a daughter, and he now has 3
granddaughters. Steve and his wife Desma live in Kalamazoo.

analyst. He was responsible for analyzing overhead and aerial
imagery and providing critical information about enemy forces
and combat operations support.
Duncan was stationed at Ft. Stewart, GA from 2010 – 2014
and Ft. Campbell, KY from 2014 – 2016 with the 101st Airborne.
While he was at Ft. Campbell, he earned the air assault badge.
He returned home and attended Grand Rapid Community
College for a semester. Duncan has moved to St. Louis, MO and
is employed as a private contractor.

Steve Caudill - Post 36 Panama veteran

POST 36 GULF WAR VETERAN – Jennifer Erwin
Meet Jennifer Erwin, Post's 36 Financial Officer and Gulf
War veteran. Jennifer's parents met while serving in the Navy, is
the niece of a Navy Commander, and the great niece of Private
Robert Erwin who was killed and buried in Europe during World
War II. She served in the US Army's 10 Mountain Division
stationed in Fort Drum, NY with the 511th MP Co. She also did
her basic and AIT in Fort McClellan AL, and completed Jungle
Operations Training at Fort Sherman Panama in 1999.
While Jennifer served just two years and was separated due
to an injury, she feels that her time in the Army was a formative
time where she learned to be humble and mature. She used the
GI Bill to attend college and graduated with honors in 2003, in
spite of full-time classes and a full-time job on night
shift. Jennifer would say the service makes you good at going
without sleep. Jennifer completed her bachelors of Nursing in
2016, and she is the first in her family to earn a college degree.
She currently works as an ICU Nurse at Bronson hospital. In
addition to her role as the financial officer, she enjoys going to
the VA Medical center and providing pet therapy visits to her
fellow veterans.

Duncan Ogilvie - Post 36 War on Terror veteran

TAPS- The members of American Legion Post 36
extend their deepest sympathies to the loved
ones of these fallen members.
JOE NARDIELLE - Joe was born March 12, 1951, in Paw Paw,
MI. After graduating from Paw Paw High School in 1969, he
joined the Army and served until his Honorable Discharge in
February of 1977. Joe worked as a welder/pipe fitter for most of
his working career. Joe is survived by two children and five
grandchildren.
HARRY BIRD – Harry was born January 26, 1936. He served in
the United States Marine Corps during the Korean War. Harry
was preceded in death by his wife.
JOSEPH SZALKOWSKI – Joe was born In Green Bay, WI on
June 21, 1924. He joined the US Army in 1942 and served with
V Corps, landing on the beaches at Normandy on D-Day, serving
through the end of the war. Joe was preceded in death by his
wife Anne.

Jennifer Erwin - Post 36 Gulf War veteran

POST 36 WAR ON TERROR VETERAN – Duncan
Ogilvie
Duncan graduated from Mattawan High School at age 16.
He attended Kalamazoo Valley Community College until he
joined the US Army at age 18. Duncan went to basic training at
Ft. Jackson, SC, followed by advanced training at Ft. Huachuca,
AZ, where he trained as a 35G, geospatial intelligence imagery

We have members who have recently lost spouses.
Several others have moved into nursing or memory care
facilities. Please remember them in your thoughts and
prayers.

Never Forgotten - Rest in Peace
NEED A RIDE TO MEETINGS OR POST EVENTS?
If you need a ride, please contact us. Lack of transportation
should not stop anyone from participating in our Post events.
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Serving Local Veterans- Kalamazoo County VSOThe Kalamazoo County Veterans Service Office (VSO) is a great
local resource. They are committed to providing services and
assistance to those who have honorably served their country.
The officers can help you with:











Claims filing for VA disability benefits
Dependents and survivors benefits
VA Home Loan Guaranty
Burial and headstone benefits
Education benefits
Medical treatment
Military records and medals
Emergency financial aid
Michigan Veterans Trust Fund Agents
Transport to the VAMC in Battle Creek

Non-Service Connection Pension w Aid & Attendance (A&A)
As our population ages this benefit is more important. Elderly
veterans and maybe their children are looking for financial
assistance for nursing home or assisted living care. Before you
make any commitments to attorneys you should contact your
local VSO. Documents you may need for Non-Service
Connected Pension A&A include- Note: Keep in mind that
everything is based on household (veteran & spouse) income
and expenses.













Discharge Papers: DD214 or WWII Equivalent
Marriage License and/or Divorce Degrees
Death Certificate
$$ Number For Assets (Not Including Home)
Income: Social Security, Pensions, Annuities
Out of Pocket Medical Expenses
Medicare Supplement Premiums
Co-Pays For Doctors and Pharmacy
Dental and Vision
Incontinence Supplies ("Depends" ®)
Prosthetics, Canes, Wheel Chairs, etc.
Doctors Statement: VA Form 2680

Your County Veterans office has one interest, THE VETERAN,
and will do everything possible to see that he/she receives
everything to which their military service gains them entitlement.
Phone: (269) 373-5361
Lauren King, Veteran Service Specialist
Location : 311 East Alcott St., Kalamazoo MI 49001
Monday, 9:00AM – 4:00PM – WALK-INS
Tues. – Fr., 8:00AM – 4:00PM – By APPOINTMENT ONLY

Battle Creek VA Medical News & NumbersThe toll-free number for appointments & info. is 1-888-214-1247.
The local number is (269) 966-5600. Phone extensions are- for
triage ext. 35053, prescriptions ext. 35500, and customer service
ext. 31990 or at ext. 31980.
The 24/7 Veteran Crisis Line is 1-877-927-8387.
For further VA questions you can also go to this websitehttp://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel

For assistance obtaining discharge records, visitwww.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/

EVENTS CALENDAR
Tue.

4/2

Red Arrow House Meeting 6:30 – 7:30pm

Thurs. 4/18

Monthly Meeting. Please try to attend,
2019-2020 Officer nominations. 7 – 8pm

Sat.

4/20

WMU ROTC Cpt. Drew Russell Scholarship
5K Run/Walk/Ruck 9am – 11am

Sun.

5/5

3rd District Mtg. – Grand Ledge Post 48
Exec. Mtg. - 11:30am, Dist. Mtg. - 1:00pm.
District Elections will be held

Tue.

5/7

Red Arrow House Meeting 6:30 – 7:30pm

Thurs. 5/16

Monthly Meeting. Please try to attend,
2019 – 2020 Officer elections. 7 – 8pm

Mon.

5/27

Kalamazoo Memorial Day Parade. Starts
downtown at 10am, ending with a ceremony at
Riverside Cemetery on Gull Road.

Tue.

6/4

Red Arrow House Meeting 6:30 – 7:30pm

Sat.

6/15

Post Golf Outing or Picnic, to be determined

Thurs. 6/20

Monthly Meeting 7 – 8pm

Sat.

Post Golf Outing or Picnic, to be determined

6/22

Th-Sun. 6/27-30 2019 Dept. of Michigan State ConventionKalamazoo Radisson Plaza Hotel.
Tue.

7/2

Thurs. 7/4

Thurs. 7/18

Red Arrow House Meeting 6:30 – 7:30pm
4th of July Schoolcraft parade. 10am line-up,
11am parade, and after the parade join us at
the Schoolcraft Legion hall for food & drink.
Monthly Meeting 7 – 8pm

The Four Pillars of the American Legion
1.
2.
3.
4.

Strong National Security
Taking Care of Veterans
Mentoring Youth
Patriotism & Honor

THE RED ARROW CLUB – (269)349-7218
Post 36 meetings are held every 3rd Thursday
from 7-8pm in the Red Arrow VFW Post at
1920 E. Kilgore Service Rd., Kalamazoo 49002

The American Legion's success
depends
entirely
on
active
membership, participation and
volunteerism.

Post 36 is looking for persons interested in a
pellet gun league in the fall of 2019 at the
Kalamazoo Rod and Gun Club.
This would be a time of fun and
fellowship for those with sons,
daughters, or grandchildren
and also a time to teach gun
safety. This can also be a great
time for the family to
participate in an event
together. We have some guns
available, but you can use your
own if desired. If interested, please contact Mike
Schewe at mes1944@gmail.com or Dave Sytsma at
citori1220@gmail.com.

Military Quotes“The time is now at hand which must probably
determine whether Americans are to be freemen or
slaves; whether they are to have any property they
can call their own…The fate of unborn millions will
now depend, under God, on the courage and conduct
of this army. Our cruel and unrelenting enemy leaves
us only the choice of brave resistance, or the most
abject submission. We have, therefore, to resolve to
conquer or die.” —President George Washington,
July 2, 1776, Writings of George Washington
“It is well that war is so terrible, else we should grow
too fond of it.” —General Robert E. Lee
“Retreat? Hell, we just got here!” —Marine Captain
Lloyd Williams, answering a messenger from the
French Commander as Marines arrive at the Belleau
Wood sector in WWI.
"If you find yourself in a fair fight, you didn't plan
your mission properly." —David Hackworth

TACO TUESDAYs and THURSDAY DINNERS
The Red Arrow organizations and volunteers are now
preparing tacos every Tuesday and dinners every Thursday,
from 6pm – 8pm. The tacos are fantastic and the dinners are
great too!! The dinner menu varies from week to week, so call
ahead to find out what’s on the menu. Dinners have
included sloppy Joes, pulled pork, burgers.
Please come out, have a great dinner and support your
post. It's open to the public, so bring friends and family. And
remember, our volunteers don’t get paid, so please tip well!

Leadership and You – Post 36 Elections
Once again we are approaching the time of year that we
elect our leaders. In April we will start the nomination process
and vote at the May meeting. I urge you to attend both of those
meetings. As you will recall from your military service years,
effective leadership results from a blend of intelligence, training,
and experience. That is why I am asking each of you to consider
volunteering to serve our Post and gain knowledge and
experience in a committee or officer position.
At the April meeting we will have a handout with a brief
description of what each officer and committee position entails.
You may then express your interest in serving at either the April
or May meeting. We look forward to your participation.
Past Commander, Jim Saur

Supporting our Home- the Red Arrow Post.
We share the Red Arrow Post with the VFW, Marine Corps
League and the Blue Star Mothers, the Red Arrow Riders, and a
few smaller organizations. The building belongs to the VFW, but
they share it with us as family. This gives us a place to meet,
socialize and work together. But running the Post has some
costs, and the utility bills and insurance alone add up to over
$16,000 per year. That is over $310 per week needed to just
cover expenses. Add repairs and improvements and it is higher.
The canteen and fundraisers try to earn at least $310 per week
to keep the place open. The sad news is the building is not
bringing in enough money to pay expenses.
As an organization, American Legion Post 36 donates
$1000 per year for expenses and another $500 annually for a
project or expenses. As members, we can help by stopping out
for dinners and breakfasts and other fundraisers throughout the
year. The staff members are all volunteers, the food is often
donated, so most of the money made from dinners or breakfasts
is money to help pay bills. And the food is great.
Help us keep the place open. Stop by for a meeting and
dinner, or a taco Tuesday, join us at the post picnic or the spring
golf outing. You’ll see how good the food is, the improvements to
the building, and have a chance to meet your fellow members.
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