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COMMANDER’S POST-

ADJUTANT’S NEWS – Active and Growing

It’s a new year and we are off to a great start. Our 2022 post
membership renewal drives have met all the goals that National
has set, and we are a leader in the district and the State. Let’s
continue this momentum by growing our membership and
renewing100% of our members as soon as possible.
Our members have decided to establish a new Sons of the
American Legion squadron. The conditions have been met, the
paperwork has been completed, and we have submitted the
application for a Charter. Please sign up your eligible children,
family, and friends and help us to grow our SAL.
Thank you and I look forward to seeing you at our monthly
meetings and hearing your ideas for our future.
FOR GOD AND COUNTRY. Jim Saur, Post Commander

Finally! We have been able to get back to work and focus on
our Mission – helping veterans and others in our community. And
thankfully, we have had many volunteers and donors. In this
newsletter there are several pictures of our volunteers in action.
We visited the senior veterans who reside in several local assisted
living facilities. We held flag folding events at both the Vineyard
and Wyndham assisted living facilities. We were at Wyndham
again for the 80th Anniversary of Pearl Harbor.
We volunteered at our traditional events and new ones,
thanks to suggestions from our members. We were able to
donate/volunteer with the Blue Star Mothers Holiday Care
packing, participate in local Veteran’s Day ceremonies, ring bells
for the Salvation Army holiday drive, donate to the South County
Community Services, the Battle Creek VA, and more.
It is great to again be actively helping others in our
community. And, because we are active and visible, we are
growing. So, thanks to everyone who volunteered and donated in
2021. And thanks to our members. We are here because of you.
Best wishes for 2022. Respectfully, Adjutant Don Gillespie

The Kalamazoo County Veteran of the Year
Congratulations to our Commander Jim Saur, who was
presented with the third annual 2021 Kalamazoo County Veteran
of the Year Award. And thank you for the lifetime of service.
Jim’s award reads- “Mr. Saur is a retired Air Force officer with
twenty-six years of active service. During his career he served in
Southeast Asia during the Vietnam War. He retired in 1990 and
became active in the Joseph B. Westnedge Post 36 of the
American Legion where he was the driving force to keeping the
organization open and increasing membership. Mr. Saur is an
advocate for veterans … throughout Kalamazoo County.”

SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION SQUADRON 36.

Commander Jim Saur with his wife Nancy. (photo- Kal. Gazette)

Updates on the Red Arrow Post Fire/Repairs
Late fall we had an electrical fire in the kitchen. Fire damage
was substantial but contained to the kitchen and banquet room.
The VFW leadership had the post canteen back open quickly, and
the meeting room also open also. Unfortunately, the kitchen will
be closed for several months. Please stop in to one of our events,
or just to have a beverage, and help support the canteen.

We are happy to announce the new Sons of The American
Legion Squadron 36. The S.A.L. mission is to strengthen the four
pillars of The American Legion. Their campaigns will emphasize
preserving American traditions and values, improving the quality
of life for our nation’s children, caring for veterans and their
families, and teaching the fundamentals of good citizenship.
S.A.L. members are males of all ages whose parents or
grandparents served in the U.S. military and were eligible for
American Legion membership. If you or someone you know are
eligible and interested in joining our S.A.L. squadron, please have
them email our S.A.L. officers at salsq36@gmail.com. The
charter year SAL Commander is Brent Reeves, and Steve Caudill
is the Adjutant. If you are a Legion member, and eligible for the
S.A.L., please consider a dual membership to help us become
established. And invite your friends to join and help us with our
Mission in the community. Annual dues are only $10 for 2022 and
will increase to $25 in 2023. Meeting will be the 4th Wednesday of
the month, at 7pm. For more info., visit - www.legion.org/sons

Website news!

Many thanks to Steve Caudill, who
has developed a new website for our Post. The website gives
anyone quick, easy access to basic information about our post,
our events calendar, and recent newsletters. Anyone can now
contact us directly from the website. Our Facebook page is also
linked in. Please go check it out and use the calendar to keep up
to date on upcoming Post events. Thanks again Steve ( Radar).

http://milegionpost36.org/

Volunteering - Veteran’s Day, the 80th
Anniversary of Pearl Harbor, and Christmas
We attended several local memorial services this fall,
including Veteran’s Day and 80th Anniversary of Pearl Harbor
ceremonies. We want to thank Col Frank Walker for his
assistance, and thanks to our volunteers. We also were able to
volunteer at and donate to local community service organizations.
If you want to join us at volunteer opportunities, please contact us.

Honoring veterans at Wyndham Assisted Living for Veteran’s Day.

Please join us in welcoming these new
or transferred members to Post 36.
Wayne Flipse - U.S. Air Force, Vietnam
Donald Shaw - U. S. Army, Vietnam
Crysta Caudill - U.S. Air Force., G.W.O.T.
Robert Caudill - U.S. Air Force., G.W.O.T.
Gary Goodsell - U. S. Army, Persian Gulf

Welcome and thank you for your service
Colonel Westnedge’s Granddaughter Visits
Col. Walker holds the folded flag at Vineyard Assisted Living

Dennis Lutz and Mike Schewe folding the flag.

We were able to contribute to several local fundraisers over the
holiday season, including South County, the Gospel Mission, and
the Blue Star Mothers of Kalamazoo.

We had a surprise visit from Valerie and Jeff Kyle.
Valerie is the great, great granddaughter of Joseph
Westnedge, our Post namesake. Her husband Jeff is the
chaplain at the American Legion Post in Williamsport,
Maryland. They brought along one of Col Westnedge’s dog
tags, and a beautiful wooden plaque Jeff made for our post.
Thank you.

Meet Your Fellow VeteranMajor General Dennis E. Lutz
graduated from the U. of Cincinnati
in 1973 and was commissioned
through ROTC as a Lieutenant,
Signal Corps, US Army. His first
assignment was as the Battalion
Communications Officer, with the 4th
Battalion., 37th Armor, Ft Knox, KY.
In 1976, Dennis transitioned into the Army Reserve, holding
a variety of command and staff assignments, including every level
of command through brigade. In July 2005 he assumed command
of 335th Theater Signal Cmd. in Atlanta, GA, and deployed to SW
Asia until Sept. 2006. He was responsible for Communications
and Computer Network Security throughout CENTCOM’s area of
operations, including Afghanistan and Iraq.
During the
deployment, Dennis was the Cmd. General of the 335th Signal
Cmd. and the G6, 3rd Army and the C6, Combined Forces, Land
Component Cmd. (CFLCC). Returning home, he was responsible
for all Army Reserve Signal and most Chemical units in the
Continental United States, a command of over 8000 civilians and
soldiers. Dennis retired from the Army in Sept. 2009. His military
awards include the Army Distinguished Service Medal, the Bronze
Star, and the parachutist badge. He was awarded the Secretary
of Defense Medal for Exceptional Public Service; for volunteer
work he did with ESGR. He was inducted into the Army ROTC
Hall of Fame in 2016.
Dennis married his wife Helen in 1973, while they were still in
college. They have three children and seven grandchildren. He
has a master’s degree in Electrical Engineering and worked as an
electrical engineer for the Eastman Kodak Co, from 1980 – 2006.
In Dennis’s words- In 2021 I became a member of American
Legion Post 36. I am also a member of VFW Post 1527. I belong
to both organizations because once a soldier, always a soldier.
The military has almost always been some part of my life. My
father served with General Patton’s 3rd Army during WW2. My
brother served in Viet Nam. I was an ROTC cadet during most of
Viet Nam. My son is serving in the Army today. I have an “urge”
to do something good for the community and for veterans. I think
most of our members have the same urge. The intent is to make
the community a happier and better place. The Legion provides
opportunities to do that, as do other volunteering positions. I also
enjoy being with other veterans. Vets have a common heritage.
We all took an oath of service, and we all went through unique
experiences in our military lives. We have a lot in common, no
matter what service you served in. Most of my close friends are
veterans, some of whom I met while serving.”
As time goes on, the Military and our Veteran population gets
smaller and smaller. Veterans are now a smaller part of our society
than even 10 years ago and will be smaller still as time goes on.
Congress has fewer members who have served, a number less
than 30%. We need organizations like the American Legion, not
just to advocate in the halls of Congress, but to serve as examples
and do good things in our communities. I actually think the service
in the community is the best reason for being a member.

TAPS- The members of Post 36 extend their deepest
sympathies to the families of these fallen members.
JOHN W. RYAN - John was born Dec. 29, 1940, in Monroe, MI.
He graduated from Detroit’s St. Cecilia High School in 1958, and
married his high school sweetheart, Ginna in 1964. John was
drafted and served in the Army from 1966 – 68, during the
Vietnam War. John worked as an insurance salesman. John is
survived by his wife, Ginna, his daughter, and 3 grandchildren.
LEONARD LANEY - Leonard was born Dec 10, 1927, in Grand
Junction, CO. After graduating from Blairsville (PA) High School,
he enlisted in the Army and served in the occupation of Japan. He
later served in the U.S. Air Force during the Korean conflict.
Leonard used his GI Bill for a degree in economics from Purdue.
He is survived by his wife Barbara, 3 daughter 6 grandchildren.
Leonard was preceded in death by a daughter and son-in-law.
EUGENE FRARY - Eugene was born December 18, 1930, in
Frankford Ontario, Canada. He served his country in the United
States Navy during the Korean Conflict. On May 23, 1959, Gene
married Irene Allen. Gene was a Master Mason, an officer in the
40 & 8 and the American Legion. Eugene is survived by his wife
Irene, his children, 5 grandchildren, and 4 great-grandchildren.
CHARLES RIDDLE, JR. - Chuck graduated from Parchment High
School in 1969 and immediately entered the U.S Army. Upon his
discharge, he served in the National Guard for 29 years before
retiring. Chuck retired from James River after 47 years. He also
served in the Cooper Twp. Fire Dept for 33 yrs., and as a
paramedic at Mall City Ambulance. Chuck was a life member and
past-Commander of the American Legion Post 36, also a life
member of the VFW. Chuck leaves behind his wife Deborah, his
daughter and son, and 3 grandchildren.

John Ryan

Eugene Frary

Leonard Laney

Chuck Riddle, Jr.

Never Forgotten - Rest in Peace

Join us for Friday Night Trivia and Saturday
pool tournaments, sponsored by the Red Arrow
Riders and VFW. Call 349-7218 for more info.
APPLYING FOR VA HEALTH CARE

A monthly veterans breakfast is scheduled for the
4th Tuesday of every month, at 0830am at LaRue’s
Family Restaurant 6375 Stadium Drive. This is open to
all veterans and an opportunity for local veterans,
family, and friends to sit down for fellowship and to
socialize. It is not an “American Legion” event.
FYI- LaRue’s does not take credit cards.

POST CALENDAR
Fri.
every Trivia Night- 6pm every Friday. Bring in
dinner if you wish, enjoy our drinks, and have some fun.
Sun. 1/9
3rd District Meeting – Marshall Post 79.
Officers meeting at 1130, noon lunch, meeting at 1300.
Thurs. 1/20

Legion Monthly Meeting – 7pm

Tues.

1/25

Veterans breakfast at LaRue’s – 0830

Wed.

1/26

S.A.L. Monthly Meeting – 7pm

Thurs. 2/17

Legion Monthly Meeting – 7pm

Tues.

2/22

Veterans breakfast at LaRue’s – 0830

Wed.

2/23

S.A.L. Monthly Meeting – 7pm

Sun. 3/6
3rd Dist. Meeting – Harper Creek Post 257.
Officers meeting at 1130, noon lunch, meeting at 1300.
Thurs. 3/17

Legion Monthly Meeting – 7pm

Tues.

3/22

Veterans breakfast at LaRue’s – 0830

Wed.

3/23

S.A.L. Monthly Meeting – 7pm

Th-Sun 6/23-26 The Department of Michigan Summer
Convention. Radisson Plaza Hotel in Kalamazoo.
When the kitchen is repaired Taco Tuesdays will resume.

-MEMBERSHIP NEWSThe 2022 membership renewal drive has been going very
well. We are at 90% renewed, which is ahead of past years. We
have had several members who hadn’t renewed for 2021 but are
now paid for 2021 and 2022. If you have renewed already, thank
you very much. Early renewals save us a lot of time, and there
will be fewer annoying reminders in your mailbox! If you have not
renewed, please renew soon. Dues are $45 per year. If you are
having difficulties paying, please let us know. We have several
members who graciously donate to pay for those who can’t.

Let’s keep Post 36 strong through solid membership!

Prepare before starting the application. Go to
https://www.va.gov/health-care/eligibility/ to find out if
you are eligible for VA health care benefits, and then
gather the documents that you’ll need to fill out an
Application for Health Benefits (VA Form 10-10EZ). How do
I apply? You can apply online right now at
https://www.va.gov/health-care/apply/application/
ACCESS TO IMPORTANT INFORMATION
Request your military service records (including
DD 214). Submit a military records request to get your DD
214 or other military service records through the
milConnect website. Go to
https://www.va.gov/records/get-military-service-records/
for complete information and instructions.
Military Medical Records: Veterans and next-of-kin may
request clinical & medical treatment records on line via the
National Archives at
https://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records
For Military forms and publications: Go to
https://www.marines.mil/News/Publications to access
military forms
For Veterans Benefits: Go to
https://www.ebenefits.va.gov/ebenefits/homepage to learn
about VA benefits, incl. disability comp., health care,
education/pension/ employment benefits, and vocational
rehabilitation. The Federal Benefits for Veterans,
Dependents & Survivors Handbook can be found at
https://www.va.gov/opa/publications/benefits_book.asp

The Four Pillars of the American Legion
1. Strong National
Security
2. Taking Care of Veterans
3. Mentoring Youth
4. Patriotism and Honor
(Americanism)

THE RED ARROW CLUB – (269)349-7218
American Legion Post 36 meetings are
usually held every 3rd Thursday from 7-8pm
in the Red Arrow VFW located at
1920 E. Kilgore Service Rd., Portage
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